
October Student of the Month—Austin Burkhart 

Austin Burkhart was chosen as October Student of the Month by the Stewart County High School (SCHS) 
faculty. This award was given in acknowledgement of her academic achievement, student involvement, 
and for serving as an exceptional role model for underclassmen. After high school, Burkhart plans to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in music education to become a high school band director. 

A four-year member of the Marching Rebel Band, Burkhart has served in the role of Field Commander for 

two years. She is a five-year member of the Rebel Symphonic Band and a two-year member of the Jazz 

Band. Her passion for music motivated her to volunteer as a music mentor to Stewart County Middle 

School students. In this role, she worked with students on improving their instrumental skills. Burkhart 

also spent a week at Austin Peay State University’s Camp Granada working as a volunteer intern. These 

internship positions were created for high schoolers who may be considering a career in the musical arts 

as a professional musician or music educator. Burkhart worked as a teacher assistant during small group 

instructional breakout sessions. Brandon 

Reynolds, Director of the Rebel Marching and 

Symphonic Bands spoke highly of Burkhart, 

saying, "I'm immensely proud to call Austin one 

of my students, her being a part of the first class 

of students to have had me as a band director all 

four years of high school. Austin strives to 

exceed her own expectations daily. Not many 

students start band in the seventh grade, but 

through both hard work and natural talent, she 

has demonstrated outstanding dedication, 

leadership, and musicianship. She served the 

Marching Rebel Band as a Drum Major this year, 

also holding section leader roles in symphonic band on flute as well. Her character is one that could be 

best described as always  having all of their stuff in order, always being a friend and mentor to others, and 

always beginning with the end in mind. She will definitely be a distinguished music major in college, and I 

look forward to seeing the things that she achieves in the next few years both as a musician and as a 

colleague." 

Burkhart is known as a strong and conscientious student. Her dedication to academics is illustrated 

through her enrollment in honors and dual enrollment classes. A 2019 Cumberland Electric Membership 

Corporation (CEMC) essay contest winner, she earned an all-expense paid trip to Washington D.C. Math 

teacher, Marcia Joiner, compliments her work ethic stating, “Austin is a hardworking and bright student 

who keeps her grades up even while involved in marching band and other extracurricular activities.” A 

well-rounded student, Burkhart is a two-year member of the Spanish Club and a member of Beta.  

Burkhart has positive feelings regarding her stint at SCHS remarking, “My time here at SCHS has really 
helped me develop my personality. Along with that, I have learned valuable leadership skills and life 
lessons. Most of this came through SCHS’s band program, where I decided my career. Since I plan on being 
a band director, my leadership experience at SCHS has helped me prepare for my future and profession.” 

Austin is the daughter of Angie and Donnie Burkhart Jr. 


