
North Stewart Elementary
2201 Highway 79
Big Rock, Tennessee



Why are we here?
▪ The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that each Title I school hold 

an annual meeting of Title I families in order to:
• inform you of your school’s participation in Title I,
• explain the requirements of Title I, and
• explain your rights as parents and family members to be involved.
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What is a Title I school?
▪ Title I was passed in 1965 under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). It is the 

largest federal assistance program for our nation’s schools. 
▪ Title I schools receive funding (Title I dollars) from the federal government. These dollars 

are used to:
• identify students experiencing academic difficulties and provide assistance to help these 

students;
• purchase additional staff, programs, materials, and/or supplies; and
• conduct parent and family engagement meetings, trainings, events, and/or activities.

▪ A school’s eligibility is based on data of population income from the US Census.



What is a Title I school?
▪ North Stewart Elementary participates in the TITLE I program on a schoolwide basis

• This means all students at North Stewart Elementary benefit from resources from title I 
including staff and educational materials.

▪ You have the right to be involved and we welcome your support and participation!



What are my rights?
▪ The families and parents of Title I students have a right, by law, to:

• be involved in decisions made at both the school and district level;

• be provided with information on your child’s level of achievement on tests in reading/language arts, writing, 
mathematics, and science;

• request and receive information on the qualifications of your child’s teacher and paraprofessionals who are 
working with your child go to TEACHER LOOK UP and enter the teacher’s name. Additional details may be found at: 
District Policy

• request opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in 
decisions about the education of your child. The school is required to respond to any such suggestions as soon as 
practicably possible.

https://tdoe.tncompass.org/Public/Search
https://7e6415c3-eae0-4078-bbaa-5446db3345eb.filesusr.com/ugd/801e36_7c4059da696e4d7e88af06fe59975725.pdf


Title I Part A
● Title I part A aims to  “provide all children significant opportunity to receive a 

fair, equitable, and high-quality education, and to close educational achievement 
gaps.”

● To do this, North Stewart Elementary has adopted a curriculum designed to provide 
the best education possible in a supportive environment with high expectations!



What curriculum does our 
school use?
▪ The Tennessee Academic Standards provide a common set of expectations for 

what students will know and be able to do at the end of a grade for each subject 
area. 

▪ Tennessee's academic standards form the framework for everything taught at 
North Stewart Elementary.

▪ For more information about Tennessee’s academic standards, see:
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/education/instruction/academic-standards.html 

https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/education/instruction/academic-standards.html


English Language Arts Curriculum
● To provide for high quality english/language Arts (ELA) instruction, several 

programs are used across grade bands.
○ Kindergarten/1st Grade use the Heggerty Phonological Awareness Curriculum
○ Kindergarten - 3rd Grade use Fundations Phonics Curriculum
○ Kindergarten - 5th use a mix of Knowledge Building Complex Texts, 

Expeditionary Learning, and Guidebooks 



Mathematics Curriculum
● To provide for high quality Math instruction, a research based approach to scaffolded 

learning is used.

● This is done through Standards-based lessons that address mathematical concepts 
and procedures with an emphasis on real-world problem solving application.



Science/Social Studies Curriculum
● To provide for high quality Science/Social Studies  instruction, an emphasis is 

placed on “real world” learning based on recent and updated sources.

● This is done through Periodicals teaching science/social studies standards: printed 
and online formats available!



What is the SIP?
▪ The SIP is the School Improvement Plan. It includes:

• the identification of the school planning team and how they will be engaged in the 
planning process;

• a needs assessment and summary of academic and non-academic data;
• prioritized goals, strategies, and action steps to help address the academic and 

non-academic needs of students;
• teacher and staff professional development needs; and
• budgets and the coordination of resources.

▪ The school must include family representatives on our school planning team.



What are our schoolwide program goals?
1. Reading/Language Arts:All students will receive high quality Tier 1 instruction in Foundational 

Skills, Reading, Language Arts, and Writing aligned to state standards throughout the 2020-2021 
school year during daily instruction.

2. Mathematics: All students will receive high quality instruction daily in Math that is aligned to 
state standards providing students with the opportunity to be on track or master grade level 
standards in Math.

3. The district will provide a positive school culture of high expectations and accountability as well as 
an environment where teachers, students and families are physically and
emotionally safe and valued.



How is parent and family 
engagement funded?

▪ Any district with a Title I allocation exceeding $500,000 is required by law to set aside 1% of its 
Title I allocation for parent and family engagement.

▪ Of that 1%, 10% may be reserved at the district for system-wide initiatives related to parent and 
family engagement.  The remaining 90% must be allocated to all Title I schools in the district.  

▪ You, as Title I parents and family members, have the right to be involved in how this money is 
spent.



What is a Parent and Family Engagement Policy?
▪ These plans address how the district and school will implement the parent and family 

engagement requirements of ESSA.  Components should include:
• how parents and families can be involved in decision-making and activities; 
• how parent and family engagement funds are being used;
• how information and training will be provided to families; and 
• how the school will build capacity in families and staff for strong parent and family 

engagement.

▪ You, as a Title I parent or family member, have the right to be involved in the 
development of these plans.
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What is a Parent and Family Engagement Policy?
▪ The district Parent & Family Engagement Policy can be found at this link on page 35:

Parent & Family Engagement Plan

▪ The school Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be shared . In addition, the 
policy can be found here:
Parent & Family Engagement Plan
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https://7e6415c3-eae0-4078-bbaa-5446db3345eb.filesusr.com/ugd/801e36_b4f70bd28e4e4563b0315d282cd4e421.pdf
https://7e6415c3-eae0-4078-bbaa-5446db3345eb.filesusr.com/ugd/801e36_6654830e02a243d7b9f2d425bff15f43.pdf


What is a School-Parent Compact?
▪ A school-parent compact is a written commitment that outlines how the entire school community 

– teachers, families, and students will share the responsibility for improved academic 
achievement.

▪ The compact must describe how the school will:
• provide high-quality curriculum and instruction;
• hold parent-teacher conferences, annually in elementary schools; 
• provide parents with reports on their child’s progress;
• provide parents reasonable access to staff. 
• provide parents opportunities to volunteer; and
• ensure regular two-way meaningful communication between family members and staff, to the 

extent practicable, in a language family members can understand.

▪ You, as a Title I parent or family member, have the right to be involved in the development of the 
compact.

16



What is a School-Parent Compact?
▪ The school-parent compact was sent home with the beginning of the year packets on 

August 31st. It is copied on the following slides. 



STEWART COUNTY TITLE I PROGRAM
LEARNING COMPACT

School:  North Stewart Elementary Date:  August 2020

PARENT / CARING ADULT
I want my child to have a successful year, therefore, I will:

-read together with my child
-use TV wisely
-talk with my child and offer praise and encouragement
-schedule daily homework times
-monitor out-of-school activities
-communicate with the school

Signature ___________________________



STUDENT
It is important to do my best in school, therefore, I will:

-attend school regularly
-come to school with necessary tools for learning
-complete and return homework
-read at home
-work hard to do my best
-respect other students and adults

Signature ___________________________



SCHOOL
It is important for students to be successful, therefore, I will:

-provide quality instruction
-use special activities to make learning enjoyable
-show that I care about all students
-provide a safe place for learning
-respect students and their families
-communicate and work with families to support students’ learning

Signature ___________________________



How can I be involved with the school compact?
▪ The compact you received at the beginning of the year outlined several ways you can help!

▪ encouraging attendance;
▪ monitoring grades and schoolwork on SKYWARD;
▪ attending family events and meetings;
▪ observing or volunteering in classrooms;
▪ joining family groups and committees (e.g., PTO, advisory councils, etc.); and
▪ reading school/classroom newsletters or websites and that contain examples of learning 

activities families can do with students at home.



What tests will my child be taking?
▪ North Stewart Elementary aims to provide a high quality education through a process called 

“Data-based Decision making”
• This allows us to determine not just what level a student is at, but also how fast they are 

making progress
• It also allows us to determine the specific needs of the child so we can target and teach the 

skills they need to be successful
• We use several assessments in order to obtain this information



What tests will my child be taking?
K-1 ESGI District Tabs Ongoing

*Tab for each nine weeks 
period

Tier 1 (All Students) Homeroom Teacher

K-1 EasyCBM Benchmarks as 
Universal Screener

September 28-October 9
January 25-February 5
May 3-14

Tier 1 (All Students) RTI Team will coordinate 
screener for all students

K-1 EasyCBM Progress 
Monitoring

Bi-weekly Tiers 2/3  Reading Coach

K-1 PASS Screener Complete yearly Tier 1 (All Students) Homeroom Teacher

2-5 Exact Path Universal 
Screener

September 28-October 9
January 25-February 5
May 3-14

Tier 1 (All Students) Homeroom Teacher

2-5 EasyCBM Benchmarks 
and Progress Monitoring

Bi-weekly Tiers 2/3 Reading Coach

2-5 PASS and PWRS 
Screeners

Complete yearly Tiers 2/3 Reading Coach

3-5 Study Island Benchmarks Quarterly Tier 1 (All Students) Homeroom Teacher



What tests will my child be taking?

ESGI District Tabs 80% Mastery

EasyCBM Benchmarks as Universal Screener Increase in percentile rank across the year

EasyCBM Progress Monitoring Increase in percentile rank across the year

PASS Screener and PWRS 80% Mastery

Exact Path Universal Screener Increase in percentile rank across the year

Study Island Benchmarks 80% Mastery

Assessment Proficiency Expectation



How can I be involved?
▪ We need you! Research has proven that family engagement in education has 

more impact on student achievement than any other factor.

▪ To get involved with the SIP, participate in school surveys or contact North Stewart 
at 232-5505 

▪ To get involved with the Parent and Family Engagement Policy, watch for surveys, 
contact the school or join the PTO and volunteer!
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For more information….

Please see the North Stewart Handbook at the following link:
Handbook

It has more information about our topics tonight!

There is also information on topics including attendance policies, discipline, and state 
contact numbers

https://7e6415c3-eae0-4078-bbaa-5446db3345eb.filesusr.com/ugd/801e36_6654830e02a243d7b9f2d425bff15f43.pdf


Who can I contact for help?
▪ For general questions or to contact employees, call the front office at:  931-232-5505

Contacts:
▪ Principal: Debbie Grasty
▪ Vice Principal: Jacquelyn Perigen
▪ School Counselor: Susan Richardson
▪ School Nurse:  Christina Wallace
▪ To reach your child’s teacher, call the front office or view our staff directory online at: 

North Stewart Elementary

https://www.stewartcountyschools.net/north-stewart-elementary-school


WE JUST WANT TO 
SAY…

THANK YOU!
28


